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Biographies
Julian Bliss
Julian Bliss is one of the world’s finest clarinettists excelling as a concerto
soloist, chamber musician, jazz artist, masterclass leader and tireless musical
explorer.  He has inspired a generation of young players as guest lecturer and
creator of his Conn-Selmer range of affordable clarinets, and introduced a
substantial new audience to his instrument.
In recital and chamber music he has played at most of the world’s leading
festivals and venues including Gstaad, Mecklenburg Vorpommern, Verbier,
Wigmore Hall (London) and Lincoln Center (New York). As soloist, he has
appeared with a wide range of international orchestras, from the Sao Paolo
Symphony, Chamber Orchestra of Paris, and Auckland Philharmonia, to the
BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, London Philharmonic and Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra.
Album releases receiving rave reviews from critics, album of the week spots
and media attention, include his recording of Mozart and Nielsen’s Concertos
with the Royal Northern Sinfonia. The latest chamber discs include a new
piece for clarinet & string quartet by David Bruce – Gumboots – inspired by
the gumboot dancing of miners in South Africa and a recital album of Russian
and French composers with American pianist, Bradley Moore.
Carducci String Quartet
The Carducci String Quartet has appeared at leading venues worldwide
including Wigmore Hall, National Concert Hall Dublin, Tivoli Concert Hall
Copenhagen, Carnegie Hall New York, and Library of Congress and John F
Kennedy Center in Washington DC. In 2015 the Quartet presented the
complete cycle of Shostakovich’s fifteen string quartets across the globe, with
a supporting disc released by Signum Classics. The ensemble received a
Chamber Music and Song Award from the Royal Philharmonic Society for the
project in April 2016.
Acclaimed for its interpretation of contemporary repertoire, the Carducci
String Quartet has premièred many especially composed works by composers
including Huw Watkins, Huang Ruo, John McCabe, Michael Berkeley,
Sven-Ingo Koch. In 2019 they will present three new works: a String Quartet
by Karl Jenkins, a Piano Quintet by Kate Whitley, and a new suite for String
Quartet by Jonny Greenwood with music from his score to the film There Will
Be Blood. In addition to its busy concert. schedule, the Quartet curate
festivals both in Cheltenham and Castagneto Carducci in Italy – the town from
which it took its name.
The Hockett Family
Shirley and Chas Hockett first met in a mathematics course at the University
of Michigan. Shirley is Professor Emerita of Mathematics at Ithaca College.
Her late husband, Chas, was the Goldwin Smith Professor Emeritus of
Anthropology and Linguistics at Cornell University. Together, they were
longtime, generous supporters of Ithaca College, and Shirley has continued
that tradition. The Hocketts’ sustained support of the School of Music led the
college to establish the Shirley and Chas Hockett Chamber Music Concert
Series in their honor. Sadly, Chas died shortly after the inaugural concert, in
the fall of 2000.
Shirley provided a permanent endowment for the chamber music series and
established the Charles F. Hockett Music Scholarship, in memory of Chas. The
scholarship is awarded annually to an outstanding student in the School of
Music who is majoring in composition. Members and friends of the Hockett
family and others interested in supporting the scholarship continue to make
gifts to the Charles F. Hockett Music Scholarship Fund. In recognition of
Shirley and Chas’s significant contributions to the School of Music, the recital
hall in the James J. Whalen Center for Music is named the Hockett Family
Recital Hall.         
Music has always played a crucial role in the lives of the Hockett family. Chas
listened to, performed, and composed music from early childhood. His
compositions include solo and chamber music as well as an opera, Doña
Rosita. Each of the Hocketts’ five children studied music while growing up,
and two of them, Alpha Walker and Carey Beth Hockett, as well as a
son-in-law, David Weiss, are accomplished professional musicians.          
Shirley did not play an instrument until she was 57, when she began studying
the clarinet. Within a year, she was performing publicly as a member of the
Ithaca Concert Band, alongside Chas, who played the bass clarinet. Both were
active with the Cayuga Chamber Orchestra, and Shirley, who was president of
the board of directors from 1979 to 1984, served on the CCO board as
director emerita. 
After teaching at Cornell for 20 years, Shirley began teaching at Ithaca
College in 1966 and was appointed full professor in 1973. Shortly after her
retirement in 1991, she was named Professor Emerita of Mathematics by the
Ithaca College Board of Trustees. Throughout her career, Shirley was
regarded as an exceptional teacher who shared her insights with colleagues
and challenged her students. She won several teaching awards and served
the college on many faculty committees. She was the founding president of
the college’s chapter of Phi Kappa Phi, a national honor society. Her first
book, How to Prepare for Advanced Placement Examinations: Mathematics,
was published by Barron’s Educational Series in 1971. The tenth edition, now
titled AP Calculus, with CD-ROM, and coauthored with David Bock, was
released in 2010. David Bock also coauthored four previous editions. Shirley
published two other examination-oriented books and wrote or coauthored
several mathematics textbooks. She was editor of the New York State
Mathematics Teachers’ Journal from June 1969 through October 1974. Shirley
died in September of 2013. 
Chas taught at Cornell University from 1946 to 1982. He was also an adjunct
professor of linguistics at Rice University and taught at the Beijing Foreign
Studies University in China. Highly regarded in his field, Chas wrote several
books and numerous articles on linguistics and anthropology. He was a
member and president of the Linguistic Society of America and was elected
to both the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the National
Academy of Sciences. In 1984 he received the American Anthropological
Association’s Distinguished Lecture Award.         
Shirley and Chas were major supporters of the campaign to build the James J.
Whalen Center for Music, which opened in 1999. Dean Arthur Ostrander of
the School of Music, in announcing the college’s tributes to the Hocketts,
said, “Given their love of chamber music, it seemed most appropriate to
establish the Shirley and Chas Hockett Chamber Music Concert Series as a
lasting testament to their support of Ithaca College. We are also privileged to
be able to show our appreciation by naming the recital hall for the Hockett
family.”  
